

2014 SOUTH DAKOTA MASTER GARDENER UPDATE 

SPEAKER PRESENTATION AND BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
Pre-Update Tour of Yankton Federal Prison Camp Grounds
Tour landscape inside Yankton Federal Prison Camp, the former Yankton College campus.  Joe Hoffman, 
horticulturist and prison horticulture instructor, will lead this Friday afternoon field trip for attendees who have 
returned their completed form by July 24th for this special permission event with strict guidelines as safety 
measures.  Tour includes perennials and trees (some edge of USDA zone), landscape displays, greenhouses, 
composting area, and information about Hoffman's inmate horticulture program.  Hoffman has received 
national recognition for his work with inmates at the prison.
 

Kim Todd - I Want TO......
Saturday morning's featured speaker will be Kim Todd, Associate Professor and Extension 
Landscape Specialist from the University of Nebraska.  Kim is the host of Nebraska 
Educational Television's program "Backyard Farmer" which after 60 seasons, is the longest 
running local television show in the nation.
At the 2014 Update, Kim will present her method of teaching landscape design, which 
refocuses attention on the 'why' instead of the 'what' of gardening.
Kim has a B.S. in landscape architecture from Iowa State University, and an M.A. in adult and 
continuing education with emphasis on community and human resources from UNL.

Dr. Rhoda Burrows - If Your Roots Could Talk
Recent Studies have revealed that plant roots actively engage soil microorganisms to obtain nutrients from the 
soil, discourage pathogens, and create a hospitable environment.  Find out how your gardening practices can 
aid or disrupt these processes.
Dr. Rhoda Burrows has been an Extension Horticulturist with SDSU for 13 years with a fruit and vegetable 
production focus and was past SD Master Gardener Coordinator. She grew up in very small towns in Nebraska 
and ND.  Her degrees include an MS (Horticulture) and PhD (Plant Pathology) from University of Minnesota.
 

Dr. Amanda Bachmann - Backyard Biodiversity in South Dakota - Pollinator research 
in your own backyard
The Backyard Biodiversity project was initiated in 2013 with the goal of engaging citizen 
scientists in pollinator research in their own backyards.  The project continues in 2014, and 
this talk will cover the project's results and how you can participate in 2015.
Dr. Amanda Bachmann is a South Dakota Extension Consumer Horticulture Field Specialist.  
Dr. Bachmann moved from Pennsylvania to Pierre, South Dakota more than a year ago after 
completing her degree in Entomology from Penn State. She loves insects and gardening 
topics as a Pesticide Education and Urban Entomology Field Specialist. Her interests include 
pollinator conservation and habitat improvement.

Joe Hoffman - Color in the Landscape
Joe will lead a discussion on the use of color in flowerbeds and yards and show examples of color in 
ornamental horticulture.  He will also show examples where color is less effective.
Joe Hoffman has been Horticulturist of prison grounds and a Bureau of Prisons Vocational Training Instructor 
at Yankton Federal Prison Camp for over 20 years. He is a graduate of Southeast Vocational Institute in Sioux 
Falls.  He helped develop and teaches in the vocational horticulture program for inmates.




Jay Gurney - Field Trip to Yankton Nurseries
Jay Gurney is the great grandson of Charles Gurney, founder of Gurney Seed and Nursery Company that was 
established in Yankton in 1869. Jay started working in the family nursery business in his youth and in 1977 
opened Yankton Nurseries which he operates with his family today. He is a fourth generation nurseryman that 
is known for his locally grown bedding plants and his expertise in growing roses.
Master Gardener Update Panel
South Dakota Extension Specialists share relevant topics in their fields and respond to our audience master 
gardener plant-related questions in a SD public television "Garden Line" format.  Dr. Graper (Horticulture) is 
moderator, Dr. Amanda Bachmann (Insects), Dr. John Ball (Trees), Dr. Rhoda Burrows (Fruit), and Mary 
Roduner (Vegetables) will address questions from the group.  Bring your questions!

Dr. David Graper - The Best of the Trial Plants in 2014
Are you looking for the best and newest flowers to add to your garden?  Learn which plants 
performed best in the trials at McCrory Gardens at South Dakota State University in 
Brookings.
Dr. David Graper is Professor of Horticulture at SDSU now 24 years.  Active in Extension, he 
is the director of McCrory Gardens and teaches horticulture classes at SDSU. Special 
interests are perennial flowers, greenhouse production and field cut flower production. Dr. 
Graper served on the SD Public Television “GardenLine” for 18 years and has been an AAS 
Judge for the past 12 years.

Mary Roduner - Vegetables: Whys of What Works and What Doesn't
Mary is an Extension Consumer Horticulture Field Specialist and the South Dakota State 
Master Gardener Coordinator.  Mary also leads consumer yard and garden educational 
programming, and answers consumer garden questions.  Mary has a B.S. in Horticulture from 
SDSU, and a M.S. in Entomology from Oklahoma State University with an emphasis in Pest 
Management.  In her former position, Mary worked for seven years at Kansas City Community 
Gardens, specializing in children's gardening and adult education, greenhouse plantings, and 
community outreach.
 

Dr. John Ball - Yankton Arboretum Field Trip
Drive to nearby Yankton Arboretum for a "walk and talk" about the USDA Zone 4-5a trees and 
native grasses along a hard surface trail.
Dr. John Ball is South Dakota State University Professor of Forestry and Extension Forestry 
Specialist.  At SDSU he teaches about tree care.  He is the author of the new book "Trees!  
Fruit, Nut, Ornamental, Shade and Windbreak Trees for the Northern Plains".

Kim Brannen - Backyard Butterfly Habitat
Kim Brannen, Missouri Valley Master Gardener, will teach us how to establish and maintain butterfly habitat in 
gardens of any size.  She works seasonally at the Lewis & Clark Recreation Area and helped park staff to 
establish Monarch butterfly habitat areas in the park.  Kim is a native prairie enthusiast & gardener, nurtures a 
small home vineyard, and is an amateur wine maker.  She retired a few years ago from a long career with 
USDA.



Dr. James Heisinger - Searching for Lewis and Clark's Lost Prairie at Spirit Mound
On August 25, 1804 the Corps of Discovery searched for little spirits in the tall grass at Spirit 
Mound.  Clark recorded that "from the top of this Mound we beheld a most beautiful 
landscape".  Since then, the Spirit Mound prairie ecosystem, like most mid-continental 
grassland, vanished under the plow.  This session will tell how citizens and governmental 
agencies are restoring a prairie ecosystem to an historic area.
Dr. James Heisinger is University of South Dakota Emeritus Professor of Biology and current 
President of Spirit Mound Trust.  Trust and other volunteers and officials have helped 
establish Spirit Mound as a Historic Site with native grass and wildflower restoration in 
progress. 

Dot Blaha - Mason Bees
Missouri Valley Master Gardener, Dot Blaha, will discuss the benefits of Mason Bees in our garden and how to 
keep them there from year to year.
Dot Blaha is a retired teacher/newspaper publisher who moved to Yankton in 2000.  She became a Master 
Gardener in 2008 and assisted and supervised the planting of several fruit orchards outside of Yankton County 
as well as working with pre-teens and teenagers interested in gardening.
Chris Zdorovtsov - Connecting Master Gardeners to School and Community Gardens
Chris is the Community Field Specialist for SDSU Extension.  Chris received a B.S. in Horticulture from Iowa 
State University and an M.S. in Family & Consumer Sciences from South Dakota State University.   Chris 
specializes in community development related to sustainable local foods systems, training opportunities and 
coaching related to direct marketing of local food, the development or enhancement of farmer's markets, and 
community gardens & school gardens.


Bernie Hunhoff - Virtues of Life in South Dakota
Saturday evening's speaker will be Bernie Hunhoff.  Bernie is serving his third term in the 
South Dakota State House of Representative for the 18th District and is presently Minority 
Leader of the House.  He served in the South Dakota Senate from 1992-1998 and has been in 
the South Dakota House of Representatives since 2008.  Outside of politics, Bernie has been 
Publisher of South Dakota Magazine since 1985.  To commemorate the state’s 125th 
anniversary, South Dakota Magazine recently published “South Dakota 125: A Pictorial 
History.” 

Jane Bobzin - Friday and Saturday Musical Entertainment
Piano music from the "Flower Power" theme will be played by Jane Bobzin, Missouri Valley Master Gardener.  
An elementary school music educator, pianist, organist and composer, music has been the landscape of her 
life.  As you listen to the different sounds of the piano, reflect on the variety of colors in the flowers of your 
garden.  Realize how the trees, grasses, rocks and flowers make your garden beautiful just as the various 
parts of music makes your life beautiful. 
Dr. Michael R. McVay - Nature: A Doorway to Mindfulness
In an inspirational session on Sunday morning, Dr. McVay will discuss mindfulness and show how cultivating 
mindfulness can lead to less stress and great awareness.  He will conclude with an experimental mindful 
practice using nature as our teacher.
Michael R. McVay MD, FACC of Yankton was a practicing Yankton cardiologist for thirty years. He is co-
founder of Avera Center for MindBodySpirit that promotes a holistic approach to healing. In retirement he 
teaches medical students at the Sanford USD School of Medicine and mindfulness-based stress reduction 
classes in Yankton.
Carol Smith - Decline of Cottonwood Trees Along the Missouri River
Carol Smith, a Wildlife Biologist with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, will lead us on a walk Sunday morning 
across the historic Meridian Bridge while telling us about the decline of cottonwood trees along the Missouri 
River.


